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is described as pacifist. But neither is correct. He did
not advise surrender because he believed in peace at
any price, nor did he lack in love for his people* But
their life meant to him something more than political
independence. That he did not think was worth
fighting for. The real purpose in Jewish life did not
require it. And that purpose was the worship of God,

Another incident occurred in the Maccabaean
rebellion. The rebellion was provoked by An t iochus'
attempt to destroy the Jewish religion. When
Judas Maccabaeus, after his first victories, which
restored to the Jews their religious independence,
decided to continue the war for the sake of achieving
national independence, many, perhaps most, of his
soldiers refused to follow him. They were not
interested in national independence; they wanted only
to maintain their religion. Judas Maccabaeus lost
his life because he did not recognize that the most
stalwart and enthusiastic Jews of the time were not
interested in political nationalism. So long as their
religion was in danger, they fought zealously against
the Syrian King who threatened it. When their re*
ligion was safe, they would fight no more, even though
national independence was the prize to be won*

The third incident occurred just before the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the Jewish nation in the year